
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 23 July: Last day of 

term 

Tuesday 7 Sept: First 

Day of Autumn 21-22 

Newsletter – Wednesday 21 July 2021 

What a year!  On behalf of all the staff, we would like to thank our 

parents for your continued support over a very difficult period.  We 

feel very proud of your children, how resilient they have been and how 

they have adapted to each of the changes along the way.  I would also 

like to thank our staff team, who have worked incredibly hard, 

supported the children at home and at school and shown such 

adaptability.  We hope that both families and staff get to have a rest 

over the summer break.  We will look forward to welcoming Years 1-6 

back to school on Tuesday 7 September. 

Year 6: We would like to say how much we have enjoyed being part of our Y6 children’s learning journey in 

their primary school education.  Whether they have been with us since Reception, or have joined us along 

that road, they are wonderful individuals who we have shown such a sense of fun, maturity and motivation 

for learning.  Our children are going to a total of 12 different schools this year and we would like to wish 

them all the best for their next steps.  We will look forward to hearing how they are getting on. 

Staffing: we would like to say a huge thank you to 4 members of staff who will not be with us in September: 

 Mrs Clarke – Jackie has been an amazing person to have as part of our staff.  Her energy and thought 

towards others is amazing for both children and staff.  She has given such confidence to the children 

she supports and we will miss her very much. 

 Mr Preston – has been working at our school in different capacities over several years now.  Mr 

Preston’s defining moment for me was the lady in the pond moment to inspire his class.  His sense of 

fun really engages the children and always keeps us laughing.   

 Miss Katsalfi – although Athina has only been with us for a year, she has been such a valued member 

of the team - so calm and supportive with all the children she works with. 

 Miss Johns – Holly has only been with us a short while but she has been a great addition to our Y1 

team and worked well to support children in 1D. 

In September, we will be welcoming Mrs Hyde back from her maternity leave and as a new member of the 

Senior Leadership Team.  We are also looking forward to Miss Perry being part of our teaching team in Y1 

and Mrs Allen rejoins us next year in Y3. 

School timings from September 2021: From September, we will be resuming our normal school day with a 

universal start and finish time.  Children will need to be in their playground drop off zone from 8.50am; 

teachers will meet and greet the children between 8.50am and 8.55am.  The children finish the school day at 

3.25-3.30pm and children will be collected from their zones at this time.  If you need to see the class teacher, 

there may be a brief opportunity at the beginning or end of the day.  If you need to speak to the teacher for 



 

 

 

a matter that will take longer, please liaise with the teacher or email admin@exminsterschool.co.uk and 

someone will be in touch with you to arrange a mutually convenient time. 

PE kits: From September, Years 1-6 will need to come into school dressed in their PE kit on their PE days.   

School PE kit is navy blue or black shorts, leggings or joggers, yellow round neck t-shirt, school jumper, 

trainers.  Please ensure your child is wearing the correct PE uniform on their PE days. Please see the below 

timetable information; 

Year One Wednesday and Thursday 

Year Two Wednesday and Thursday 

Year Three Monday and Tuesday 

Year Four Wednesday and Friday 

Year Five Monday and Wednesday  

Year Six Tuesday and Friday 

 

Medication in school: Please can parents collect any medication that is in school on/by Friday. We can’t 

send any medication, or inhalers, home with children so parents/carers will need to collect from the office 

by coming up the front steps and using the window. 

Gunge the staff: thank you for your support of such an awful event!  We raised £186 and will reveal the 

gunging via video clip as soon as we can! 

Teacher for the day: we raised an amazing £449 for this event.  It is proving a very popular event and we 

have many budding teachers in future years.  The teacher children and their class thoroughly enjoyed being 

under new management for the day! 

Funds raised for our fake summer fair: so far, we have made a total of £739 from our year group stalls.  You 

can still make a donation via ParentPay.  We appreciate your donations at this difficult time for the school to 

raise money through our usual means.  The ESA raffle has raised £576.  All monies raised through our active 

ESA go directly back into school to supplement and enrich the curriculum and environment. 

ESA Plant Sale: thank you very much to everyone who donated the wonderful variety of plants we had for 

the plant sale, and thank you to everyone who made a purchase. We are very grateful to B&Q and New Leaf 

for their very generous donations. We have raised over £275! 

Exminster School Assocation (ESA): a huge thank you on behalf of the staff and children to our ever-active 

ESA members.  They are continually thinking of great ideas, organizing and planning and raising funds for the 

school.  Without these amazing members, we would not be able to supplement the curriculum as much as 
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we do.  Every parent is an automatic member and we would really love to welcome more people to join us.  

The more members that take an active role, the better.  There are lots of reasons you might want to get 

involved, here are a few: 

 Feel at home at school: Joining the ESA makes it easy to get to know people at the school, both 

parents and school staff alike. 

 Have fun and get to know other parents: Events run by the ESA are fun. Whether it’s a hectic and 

exhausting disco for the pupils, the meticulously run Summer Fair or a bubbles and bingo night, they 

are great for bringing the school together as a community. Teachers, parents and pupils alike get 

stuck in and enjoy themselves. 

 Help the school become even better: The experiences that the children have while at school include 

what is run (and paid for) by the ESA.  

 Be a good role model: Being involved in school shows that you think it is important, could there be a 

more compelling reason to get involved? 

It is not uncommon for parents to feel unsure about getting involved with the ESA, there is an assumption 

that you will be expected to commit large chunks of time to the school, but that is not the case. Any help you 

can provide is very much appreciated, and in return you will receive a huge sense of satisfaction and most 

likely a new group of friends.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 28 September at 7pm.  Next year, 

we will be having a mixture of face to face meetings and virtual meeting.  The first one in September is 

planned to be face to face, in the school hall.  Please put the date in your diary and come and join us. 

Covid fact sheet: Please see the attached leaflet for information 

Congratulations to 4C for their  ‘4C Save our trees’ entry to the Young Enterprise awards who have won the 

‘Best in Sustainability’ award for the 9-11s in this year’s Fiver Challenge! The judges said: 

 We loved the green approach to business and the link to the charity they supported with the profits! 

 Amazing to see that they have developed skills, such as sewing, that they will remember for life 

 Positive message, green business and worthy winners! 
 

They will be sending through a £50 Amazon voucher prize per team and the certificates over the summer 

break. 

 


